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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
The Girl Scout movement from its earliest beginnings has been 
recognized as a way of developing good citizens. As the horizon of American 
womanhood has widened educationally, socially, and economically, since the 
founding of the Girl Scout organization in 1912, so has the Girl Scout pro¬ 
gram been broadened and deepened to keep pace with the ohanging world* 
Years of study, experimentation, and consultation with experts in 
education and related fields have gone into building and administering the 
Scout program. Nationally,a professional staff is constantly at work on 
program content and emphases to meet the needs of girls in the communities. 
The Girl Scout organization is national in scope with international 
affiliations* The World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts had a 
membership of "thirty-two countries before the present war".1 Although, 
there are some differences in the organizations of the various countries, 
the basio precepts as stated in the Girl Scout Promise and Laws are the 
same throughout the world. They constitute the code by which the individual 
girl lives as a Girl Scout. 
The code is important because it must be aooepted by every girl in 
a troop and by troops all over the oountry. The founding of the Girl Scout 
movement in 1912 was among the first attempts at organized group work in 
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the United States. Today the organization is one of the best adherents to 
group work principles. 
Group work ooncerns itself with services toward individuals in 
a group brought together through a common interest and guided by 
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Girl Scouts, Incorporated, editors, "The Structure of the Girl Scout 
Organization," Girl Scouting and The Jewish Girl, (1945),p. 13. 
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me an 6 of suitable and congenial activities toward a well-rounded 
life for the individual; and, for the group, a cooperative spirit 
and acceptance of social responsibility.^ 
The appeal of Girl Scouting to youth is through the fun and ad¬ 
ventures shared by its members. Its methods are directed toward the develop¬ 
ment of each girl to her fullest capacity through a group experience. 
Essentially, the aims of the Girl Scout program are to develop in girls all 
the personal and educational values necessary for effective citizenship. 
O 
These aims are in accord with the best thinking in group work. When a girl 
accepts the Girl Scout Promise and laws, shares in some accomplishment and 
fun with her own group, and is given an opportunity to render service that 
is of worthwhile value to her community, the Girl Scout organization be¬ 
lieves that she will learn to assume the responsibilities as well as accept 
the privileges of oitizenship. 
According to Girl Scout publications, the Girl Soout movement is 
the largest girls' organization in the country "with a total membership of 
more than 1,000,000."® 
Its National Headquarters is located in New York; it has 
regional branohes in twelve strategical areas; more than 1,300 
local councils; and Girl Soout troops functioning in more than 
6,500 communities.4 
In recent years cities like New York have reported membership in¬ 
creases in the thousands. Likewise, in rural areas and among special 
racial groups there have been great demands on the Girl Soout movement for 
leadership in program activities. Part of this is due to the general demands 
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Girl Scouts, Incorporated, editors, "Introduction in the United States 
of Amerioa," Girl Scouting and The Catholic Girl, (1945), p. 14. 
of World War II activities and the growing interests of young people* Part 
of it grows out of the fact that the Girl Scouts have a program which meets 
the interests and the needs of a variety of girls. 
In many communities the Girl Soout program cannot be made available 
to teen-age girls because of the lack of adult leadership* When the Girl 
Scouts of Greater New York reported a "2,259 gain in membership, they also 
reported that 6,000 girls were still on their waiting list."-*- 
Girl Scouting for Negro girls increased nearly 300 per cent 
from December 31, 1940, to December 31, 19a4, but many com¬ 
munities still have long waiting lists of Negro as well as 
white girls• 
This has been typical of hundreds of councils whioh reoruited and 
trained volunteer troop leaders for their waiting lists only to discover 
new groups of girls who also wanted to be Scouts and for whom there were 
no available leaders. For example, there are the teen-age girls who are 
eligible for Senior Girl Scouting. Where Girl Scout Councils have been 
able to supply the needed type of leaders for these girls, they, in turn, 
have proved fully able to cooperate in solving their own problems. There 
are "50,960 Seniors but there are more than 4,000,000 girls of Senior 
Age.”8 
The author of this thesis has been associated with Girl Scouting 
since her early childhood days, first, as a Girl Scout and then, as a 
leader. In addition her mother, Mrs. Mary Frances Gentry, introduced Girl 
Scouting to Portsmouth and Scioto County. These facts were instrumental 
in stimulating the writer to make this study. 
Purpose of Study 
Girl Scouts, Incorporated, editors, "More Must Be Served," It’s Their 
World, (194b), p. 8. 
  2“ 
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This thesis is an. attempt (1) to present all available material 
relevant to the origin, development and growth of the Girl Scout program 
in Portsmouth, Ohio from the time of the first troop’s inception about 
1917 to December 1944 with special emphasis on the period from 1940 
through 1944; (2) to disoover the extent of the community coverage of the 
Girl Scouts' work; (3) to ascertain the community's reaction to the Negro 
Girl Scouts; (4) to determine the effect of the program on racial relation¬ 
ships, Negro and white; and (5) to evaluate the contributions of the Girl 
Scout program to the recreational facilities of the community. 
Scope and Limitations 
The study is based on all the troops within the city of Portsmouth 
and those troops in certain parts of Scioto County under the jurisdiction 
of the Portsmouth organisation. It includes a brief history of Scouting, 
the beginnings and growth of Girl Scouting in Amerioa, a brief description 
of the community of Portsmouth, and the establishment, development and 
growth of the present Girl Scout program in Portsmouth. 
Method of Securing Data 
In conducting this study questionnaires were prepared and dis¬ 
tributed by mail to the Girl Soout leaders in the city. Interviews were 
held with the local executive secretary, several members of the Soioto 
County council and other persons who were formerly connected with the 
organisation. Finally, the author consulted the files, annual reports and 
other related documentary materials of the local office. 
The author acknowledges her indebtedness to all those persons who 
have in any way contributed to this study. She is especially grateful to 
the present executive director of the Soioto County Council of Girl Scouts, 
Mis6 Ruth Anne Stevens, through whose permission the study was made and 
who plaoed at her disposal reoords and other documentary materials 
necessary for the study. 
CHAPTER II 
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF GIRL SCOUTING 
The Scout movement was founded in England in 1907 or 1908 by Lord 
Baden-Powell then a general. At first, it was only for boys but when the 
first Boy Scout rally was held at the Crystal Palace in 1909 some girls, 
who were eager to take part in the new organization, appeared and called 
themselves Scouts. The Founder of the movement realized that the girls 
must have an organization of their own and formed the Girl Guide Associa¬ 
tion in the same year. Scouting for girls reached other lands before it 
came to the United States. The work started in Australia, Finland, and 
South Africa and then it spread to Denmark, Poland, and Canada. In some 
countries the girls are called Girl Guides, in others, Girl Scouts, but 
they all belong to the same movement.* 
Early Uays of Girl Scouting In the United States 
Juliette Low who lived in England part of her life and beoame 
interested in Scouting through Lord-Baden Powell brought Girl Scouting to 
America in 1912 and held the first troop meeting in Savannah, Georgia. 
Now there are Girl Scouts in every state in the Union and also in Alaska, 
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Hawaii, the Canal zone, and Puerto Rico. 
Mrs. Low was tireless in her efforts to make available to the 
girls of this country the joys and benefits of Girl Scouting. She was like¬ 
wise vitally interested in the international work of Girl Scouting and one 
of her wishes was to have a world conference held in the United States. Her 
wish came true in May, 1926 when delegates from twenty-six different countries 
gathered at Camp Edith Macy, the national training school for Girl Scout 
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leaders at Pleasantvilie, New York, where they were welcomed by Mrs* Low and 
Lady Baden-Powell. Lord Baden-Powell remained for two days and planted the 
first tree in the "World's Highway," where a tree of remembrance stands for 
every country represented at the conference. At the opening of the conference, 
Camp Edith Macy was dedicated by lighting a World Campfire on which each dele¬ 
gate laid a fagot, telling what her country had contributed to the welfare of 
the world. Dean Sara Louise Arnold, then President of the Girl Scout organiza¬ 
tion in the United States, expressed the purpose of not only the conference but 
also of all Girl Soouting when she said as the fire was lighted* 
We have come together tonight in the "Great Hall" that we 
may, by the very pureness of our purpose and the strength of 
our striving, enable each one of us to go out not only with 
greater courage and hope and faith, and perhaps with more light 
on our path, but also with the full confidence that in the end 
the message shall go on and on, and all life be purer and stronger 
beoause of the fagots that tonight we cast into our fire. 
Since that conference the Girl Scout work has grown nationally and 
internationally. 
At the end of 1944 the total membership of the Girl Scouts of the 
United States was 1,035,117, an increase of 193,287 over the membership at 
the end of 1943. It was the largest yearly increase in the history of Girl 
Soouting.2 Of the approximate 14,000,000 girls of Scout age in this country, 
13,000,000 of them are not receiving the Girl Soout services. Some of the 
13,000,000 are members of other youth serving agencies with whioh the Girl 
Scouts cooperated while others are not getting any out-of-school citizenship 
training.3 
Girl Scouting has given the volunteer new status, end opened new 
interests to American women to make a real and important contribution to 
the life of their communities and their country. 
_ 
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Proof is the fact that in 1941, when we entered the war, there 
were 134,540 adult Girl Scout volunteers, while now there are 204,151, 
an increase of 69,611 adults* Of these, 78,554 are leaders or assistant 
leaders.! 
The City of Portsmouth 
Portsmouth is located in the extreme southern part of Ohio at the 
confluence of the Scioto and Ohio rivers. It is easily accessible to the 
states of Kentucky and West Virginia and makes great use of their natural 
resources. With the exception of Cincinnati, it is the largest city in 
southern Ohio. Its population which approximates forty thousand was con¬ 
siderably higher before the event of World War II. When the community failed 
to reoeive any of the numerous defense projects allocated to the state of Ohio, 
many of the residents, either temporarily or permanently, moved to other cities 
seeking war-time wages. 
Historically speaking, Portsmouth is outstanding for here the great 
Mound Builders constructed their huge mounds. Moreover, Bienville, the French 
explorer and founder of New Orleans, in his expedition down the Ohio river to 
take possession of the Ohio country for France camped for a time on the present 
site of Portsmouth. Prior to the settlement of Marietta, the first permanent 
settlement of Ohio, an attempt at settlement was made at Portsmouth by four 
families from the Rhodestone settlement in Pennsylvania. They were driven off 
by hostile Indians, and later they joined the settlement, Limestone, now 
2 
Maysville, Kentucky.u 
The Ohio river has contributed much to the development of Portsmouth. 
In former days it was the great inland route by which the middle West was 
populated. It is still in a great measure responsible for the constantly 
shifting population of whioh the city is composed. These historic back¬ 
grounds have their influence on the community life and are evidenced in the 
Girl Soouts, Incorporated, editors,"Why Are You a Girl Scout Leader," 
The Girl Scout Leader, (June, 1945), p. 11. g 
Americana Corporation, editors, The Encyclopedia Americana (New York, 
1927), XXII, 615-620. 
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general spirit of thrift and industry whioh prevail. 
The people of Portsmouth are engaged principally in manufacturing 
and trading. The city is noted for its shoe factories, railway terminals, 
brick plants, steel mills, and other industries of minor importance. The 
miles of well paved streets, the strong banking institutions, the commodious 
places of business, the conveniently situated modern schools, and the many 
churches all give evidence that Portsmouth is a public spirited aggressive 
community. 
The Origin of Girl Scouting In Portsmouth 
Despite the business and industrial development little youth servioe 
work was available until 1917 when the first Girl Scout troop was organised 
in Portsmouth, Ohio* Mary Frances Gentry, a Negro, upon the suggestion of 
her late husband, B. M. Gentry who was principal of the only Negro elementary 
sohool in the city, made application to the Girl Reserve for permission to 
organize a group. The application was refused because there was not a local 
Y. W. C. A* to sponsor the organization. Then Mrs. Gentry wrote National 
Girl Scout Headquarters relative to organizing a Soout troop. The request 
was granted and approximately sixteen Negro girls with Mrs. Gentry as captain 
and Miss Escu Bishop as lieutenant came together to form the first Girl 
Soout troop in Portsmouth. The troop was sponsored by the Eleventh Street 
School now known as the Washington School with the late E. M. Gentry as 
principal.^" 
These Negro girls not only functioned as a lone troop in Portsmouth 
but in the whole of Scioto County until a Mr. and Mrs. Gilfillen came to 
the city to operate the Bureau of Community Services. The date of their 
coming cannot be ascertained but it was perhaps more than a year after the 
 Ï  
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above mentioned troop's organization. The Gilfillens introduced Girl Scout¬ 
ing to the entire community and incorporated the Negro troop in their set-up 
which was primarily local in soope. 
This original Scout troop now exists as Troop 16 under the leader¬ 
ship of Mrs. Gene White Haley. After its organization in 1917, it con¬ 
tinued for approximately ten years and then lapsed. It was not reorganized 
until 19 M when the author who is a daughter of Mrs. Gentry made applica¬ 
tion to the local eouncil for permission to reorganize Negro Scouting. Be¬ 
tween 1927 and 1934 there were no Negro Scouts in Portsmouth. 
Scouting began on national charter in Portsmouth and Scioto County 
in March, 1922, under the name of the Scioto County Council of Girl Scouts. 
The menbers included: 
Mrs. E. C. Hood Commissioner 
Mrs. Samuel Horchow 
Mrs. William Sohartwz 
Mrs. Raymond York 
Mrs. James Bannon 
Mrs. C. E. Armstrong 
Mrs. Mary Griffin of Chattanooga, Tennessee was the first executive 
director."*' 
The organization was financed in its infancy by the Bureau of Com¬ 
munity Servioes, by special gifts, and by the Kiwanis Club whioh has al¬ 
ways been a staunch supporter of Girl Scouting. Later it became a member 
of the Community Chest which is now known as the Scioto County Welfare 
Association. Thenceforth, the program has had a slow but expansive growth. 
In 1922 there were 117 girls and by 1944 there were 1001 registered Girl 
2 
Scouts in 38 troops. 
 j  
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Annual Report of Soioto County Council of Girl Soouts, Portsmouth, 
Ohio. 1944. 
CHAPTER III 
ORGANIZATION AND ACTIVITIES OF GIRL SCOUTS IN PORTSMOUTH, 
OHIO 
Scioto County Council of Girl Scouts, a member of the Kenowva region 
which includes Ohio, West Virginia and Kentucky, has brought the support 
of the whole community to Girl Scouting in Portsmouth. Chartered in 1922, 
it has been rated with councils working in an area with a population of be¬ 
tween 49,000 and 100,000. This council represents a cross-section of the 
community it serves. Each member does the work in which she is most interest¬ 
ed and through which she can make the most valuable contribution to her com¬ 
munity. 
Purpose and Organisation of Council 
At present the council consists of twenty-five members one of which 
is a Negro. It is the first time in Council’s history that a Negro has 
served, and her appointment in October, 1944, was a result of the Negro 
troop leaders’ request in November of 1942 for a council representative. 
Their wish was made known to the Council through the Inter-racial committee 
of which they were members. At that time they were informed that even 
though the Council realised that the Negro Scouts should have a representa¬ 
tive the time was not yet ripe for making the step. A certain amount of 
education among council members and the general publio was necessary. This 
preparatory work apparently consumed all of two years but when Mrs. Gene 
White Haley, leader of Troop 26, was appointed as the Negro Council member 
there were no audible or visible repercussions. The present council members 
include: 
Mrs. John W. Bush, Commissioner 
Mrs. Riohard Tree land. Deputy Commissioner 
Mrs. Gilbert Fuller, Secretary 
Mrs. F. D. Hollinger, Treasurer 
Mrs. James Bannon 
Mrs. Elmer Brown 
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Mrs. C. F. Daugherty 
Mrs. Fred Falter 
Mrs. Clyde Fitch 
Mrs. N. B. Griffin. 
Mrs. Gene White Haley 
Mrs. Willis Handel 
Mrs. I. B. How 
Mrs. Roy Jewett 
Mrs. Walter Kline 
Mrs. Robert McNamara 
Mrs. Garnet Neff 
Mrs. Edwin Peirce 
Mrs. Olin Smith 
Mrs. John Snook 
Mrs. Marshall Stevens 
Mrs. J. R. Thomas 
Mrs. Edwin Von Luhrte 
Mrs. Jay Weber 
Mrs. J. M. Thomas 
Rep. of Leaders’ Association 
Council is organised into nine standing committees according to the 
plan of the national organization. These committees are as follows: 
1. The badges and awards committee which works directly 
with girls for their advancement in Scouting and 
also aids in the production of all public Girl Soout 
demonstrations. 
2. The training and personnel committee that works with the 
adult membership of Girl Scouting obtaining troop leaders 
and arranging for their training through courses given by 
the local director and through regional and national 
training courses. 
S. The camp committee which is in charge of the whole out¬ 
door program of Scouting. 
4. The publicity oommittee that attempts to interpret Girl 
Scouting to the public and to interest girls in becoming 
Scouts and young women in becoming leaders. 
5. The finance committee which decides the multitudinous de¬ 
tails relating to the preparation and operation of the 
budget. 
6. The area organization oommittee that carries Scouting into 
the county and nearby surrounding counties. 
7. The program oommittee which helps plan special troop 
activities. 
8. The Juliette Low committee that arranges for the annual 
Juliette Low celebrations. 
9. The membership committee that works with both the girl and 
adult membership of Girl Scouting. 
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10. The inter-raoial committee which promotes better racial re¬ 
lationships. 
11. The house committee which tends to the upkeep of the housing 
quarters of the looal office. 
12. The lunch committee that plans for all luncheon meetings. 
Neighborhood Organization.—Girl Scouting in Portsmouth and Scioto 
County is comprised of many activities which unconsciously promote better 
raoial relationships. Among them are the Neighborhood Plan of organisational 
set up; the celebration of Girl Scout Birthday Week; the Recognition Ser¬ 
vice for all leaders; the celebration of Girl Scout Week; the Annual Girl 
Scout Cookie Sale; the Leaders1 Association; the Annual Leader-Counoil 
Banquet; the Interracial Committee; and the Senior Girl Scout Council. 
In April 19*4 the Neighborhood plan of organization was set up. 
This plan has divided the oounty into seven neighborhoods. Each one has a 
chairman, a council member, who is in oharge of all the organization work 
in that area. The chairman has a committee made up of troop committee 
chairmen in the neighborhood. The committee not only works with existing 
troops but endeavors to start new ones. The three Negro troops comprise 
one neighborhood, and their chairman is Mrs. Haley, the Negro council member. 
The advantages of this system are as follows: 
1. More people are working and more people are interested. 
2. Many more people know the whole Girl Scout job. 
3. Their jobs are small enough that they oan do a thorough 
job. 
4. Scouting will grow. 
5. There is a closer cooperation between council and the 
Leaders' Association. 
6. It is a large enough set-up for the Portsmouth organization. 
The Neighborhood Plan inoludes a neighborhood Coordinator who is 
a oonneoting link between Council and neighborhoods. She must (1) know 
organization; (2) know methods of training; (b) know camp regulations; 
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(4) know the Soout program; (5) be a member of the Counoil (is usually 2nd 
deputy (6) have time to do the job well; (7) be willing to take train¬ 
ing; (8) have the Council’s viewpoint. 
Program Emphases 
Public Relations»—A part of everyone’s job in Girl Scouting is 
Public Relations. Uae Crysler in her article "Public Relations - Every¬ 
one’s Job" explained it very adequately when she said, "The Hang of a 
skirt, the mutterings of a tired leader, the behavior of a troop on a tour, 
the voice on the office telephone - all are important factors in determin¬ 
ing the public relations of a Girl Scout council"^ 
Good public relations requires putting your best foot forward and 
creating a tone of acceptance in the community. Henoe, oouncils are 
scrutinising the impression they make on the public. They are making sure 
that anything known about Girl Scouting is something that helps the or¬ 
ganization. Everyone in the organization has a share in creating the public 
appreciation, attitude, and support. Everyone will realize that a oouncil 
rises or falls with the amount of integration and mutual planning done be¬ 
tween couneil oommittees and with leader groups. A council is as strong 
as its weakest oommittee, since in its structure all committees are inter¬ 
dependent. No oommittee can function successfully without understanding 
and help from the other oommittees. 
The sucoess of Girl Scouting in the community, the kind of leaders 
who are attracted to the organization, the attainment of goals, the in¬ 
crease of Girl Scout membership, and the effectiveness of money-raising 
campaigns depend to a great extent upon good will towards the organization, 
confidence in its aims, and a general willingness to support its program. 
_ 
Mae Crysler, "Public Relations - Everyone’s Job," The Girl Soout Leader, 
(May, 1943), p. 7. 
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The publicity committee of Scioto County Council together with the 
assistance of other oommittees has done an excellent job of public rela¬ 
tions in the community. This was evidenced in October, 1942, by the fact 
that its award from national headquarters, one of ten honorable mentions 
made by the national organization throughout the country, commends the 
Council for its excellent all-around program with emphasis on work with and 
through the leaders and on the city-wide oampaign staged by the Girl Soouts 
in the spring.^ 
Girl Scout Birthday Week.—Some of the committee's most important 
publicity oocurs during the celebration of Girl Scout Birthday Week. At 
this period it has sponsored many annual festivals. One of its most out¬ 
standing ones was in March, 193b, at which time the Girl Scouts of Scioto 
County were presented in a pageant entitled "Great Gifts." The festival was 
given to arouse added interest in Soouting, and its suocess was evidenced 
by the number of girls who beoame Scouts during and immediately after its 
presentation. As a means of arousing this interest a poster contest was con¬ 
ducted in connection with the festival. 
Again in 1936 a festival of great importance was given. This time 
the pageant was based on the early historical romance of Scioto oounty. A 
historical contest was used to stimulate interest and the friends of Scout¬ 
ing were asked to submit accounts of interesting family traditions or of 
events connected with the building of Portsmouth and Soioto county. 
Still another annual festival should be mentioned. The one of May, 
1943, when three hundred Girl Scouts from Scioto county together with a 
chorus of 100 voices presented the pageant "Volunteers for Victory." All 
of official Washington witnessed the premiere of this pageant in 1942 when 
it was first presented for the U. S. Treasury Department. Scioto Oounty 
_ - 
Annual Publicity Report of Soioto County Council of Girl Scouts to 
National Public Relations Committee for 1942. 
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Girl Scouts rededicated it to the people of their community. It was timely 
in that it climaxed the County's second successful war bond drive. 
The Juliette Low committee usually seleots the annual festival as 
the time for its World Friendship Fund Ceremony. Each troop selects a 
uniformed girl to serve as the Juliette Low representative and to submit the 
offering which the troop has collected either through personal contribu¬ 
tions of the Scouts or by a special project carried out over a period of 
some weeks. The fund, a memorial to the founder of Girl Scouting, was es¬ 
tablished in 1927. It was designed to promote good will and fellowship in 
the cause of the movement throughout the world wherever Girl Scouts or Girl 
Guides are found. Originally funds were used to send girls from all over 
the world to a gethering in Switzerland for a two-week camping together. 
With the advent of the war this had to be discontinued in 19^0 and since 
that time the pennies making up the fund annually have been used in other 
ways. In 1941 an encampment was held in this country, but since 1942 the 
Scouts have sent their money for relief where most needed by girls in war¬ 
time lands. 
Beginning in March 19*4, the Portsmouth Girl Scout organization 
during its celebration of Birthday Week inaugurated a day known as City- 
Wide Girl Scout Day. On this day the Scouts take over the city government, 
conduct a mock council meeting, and then make recommendations to the city 
officials. Preparatory to this day representatives from all the individual 
troops meet with the commissioner of Girl Scout council and elect from 
those present the girls who will act as oity officials. These officials 
appoint the remaining Scouts for the other civic offices. Those who are 
to act as officials attend a regular oity council meeting prior to the 
Saturday they assume their duties. Upon the occasion of the first City-Wide 
Girl Scout Day two Negro Soouts, one from each of the two troops, were among 
the officials appointed. Alice Bemse served as oity solicitor and Imogene 
Layne as a member of the Health Board. All girls who participate must be 
16 
uniformed., and the meeting is opened to the general public. 
In addition to operating the city government on Girl Scout Day, the 
Scouts have window displays in the downtown stores. In these displays they 
either act as living models or have exhibits in the fields of camping, inter 
national friendship, homemaking, and service. 
Mother-Daughter Banquet.—Recently this annual feature of the public 
relations committee for making the community Girl Scout conscious has been 
discontinued. These banquets not only served to bring the mothers, girls, 
and leaders together in the interest of Scouting but also brought to them 
and to the general public, members of the national staff who interpreted 
Scouting to them from a national viewpoint. In 1936 Mrs. Chester Geppert 
Marsh, national director of arts and crafts for Girl Scouts, was present. 
In 1938 Miss Marie Gaudette from Girl Scout National Field Headquarters 
gave valuable instructions in a new program to troop leaders. In 1941 Mrs. 
Daisy Gordon Lawrence, nieoe of the founder of the Girl Scout movement in 
this country and the first registered Jkmerioan Girl Scout, was the speaker 
and in 1942 Miss Oleda Schrottky, dramatics adviser of the Girl Scout organi 
zation, participated in the celebration. 
The visits of these national staff members gave strength and impetus 
to the Girl Scout program. Moreover, in some instances they resulted in 
nation-wide publicity for the community. For example in March, 1938, 
National Counoil through Mrs. Chester G. Marsh requested clay figurines for 
a national display in Kansas. One of them was sent to the late o. 0. Mc¬ 
Intyre. Mrs. Marsh upon her visit in 1936 was very enthusiastic over the 
figurines which had been made by some of the troops from the day deposits 
found at Camp Molly Lauman, the established Portsmouth Girl Scout camp. 
During the visits of Mrs. Marsh, National Headquarters requested 
the local Girl Scout leaders to disouss the tentative draft for the new 
arts and crafts program. This draft was based on the idea that the new 
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program should supplement, rather than duplicate the school work ^nd that 
it take full advantage of all opportunities afforded by the particular com¬ 
munity. The Portsmouth leaders had already reoognized the program possi¬ 
bilities of trips to the refractories and shoe factories and the use of clay, 
scrap leather, and shoe laces in their handicraft projects. For this reason 
the Portsmouth Council was asked to serve as a collaborator in the program 
revision. 
All the public demonstrations employed by the public relations com¬ 
mittee are useful and effective in formulating the community’s opinion and 
acceptance of Girl Scouting because: (l) they portray almost every phase 
of Scouting in their exhibits; (2) they olimax a year of achievements in 
varied program fields individually and by troops; (3) they serve to bring 
all the Girl Scouts before the public at one time; (4) they stress the im¬ 
portance of the Girl Scout organization as a Youth-serving Agency; and (5) 
they give the girls an opportunity to witness first hand the public's ac¬ 
ceptance of them as a group. 
Radio Programs.—The Portsmouth Council through its various com¬ 
mittees pioneered in many projects later adapted or emulated by other com¬ 
munities. The weekly radio program sponsored by the public relations com¬ 
mittee was one of these. The publicity report to the National Publio Rela¬ 
tions Committee for 1940 and 1941 said the following concerning the project: 
For the third suooessive year we have maintained a weekly radio 
broadcast for a thirty-two week period (from October through May) over 
station W P A Y, the voice of Southern Ohio. The broadcast was given 
every Friday night from 6:4b to 7:00 p. m. We did not miss a single 
broadcast. We do not pay for any radio time. It is given to us through 
the interest and generosity of our local station. 
The Amerioan Girl March was the program's theme song. However, 
another Girl March had to be substituted after the ASCAP fracas. The 
contents of the broadcasts were varied. Once each month an authoritative 
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talk on the many phases of health education was given. A series of Girl 
Scout Homemaker’s programs was a feature of the broadcast. At various 
times the different age levels of the Scout program, Brownie, Intermediate, 
and Senior, were explained. For their radio audience's entertainment the 
Girl Scouts would sing, play, reoite, and tap-danoe. They would interpret 
for its interest and comprehension the Girl Scout laws in dramatic fashion. 
The Negro Scouts took an active part in these programs and on one occasion 
the entire broadcast was in charge of Negro Troop 16 under the leadership 
of Mrs. Haley. 
In October, 1941, Scioto County Council of Girl Scouts received 
word from National Headquarters that it was one of six councils in the 
United States to merit awards for excellence in public relations with its 
community through the medium of radio. Awards were presented to Ports¬ 
mouth, Philadelphia, Washington, Salt Lake City, South Nassau, New York and 
St. Louis. Thus again recognition was given to Portsmouth through the 
activities of its highly developed Girl Scout organization. 
Girl and Leader Activities.—The oelebration of Girl Scout Week 
usually provides at least one occasion when all Scioto County Scouts come 
together. In 1944 the event was an Indian Pow-Wow and Parade. 
The Annual Cookie Sale is the only way the Girl Scouts have to raise 
money for equipping and improving their camp. At the same time it affords 
an excellent opportunity for the Scouts to contact both raoes. Each girl 
is her own sales lady and may sell wherever she finds a buyer. It is pre¬ 
ferred that the girls an these sales tours wear their uniforms or some 
insignia which identifies them with the Girl Scout organization. 
The Recognition Service for leaders is an annual spring event at 
which time Council confers service awards upon those leaders who are oldest 
in point of service. At the 1944 Service, the author was second with a 
record of ten consecutive years. 
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The Leaders* Association is composed of all the leaders in town. 
It meets monthly and serves as an exchange center for the ideas, experiences, 
and problems of its members. At other times the Association conducts train¬ 
ing courses and sponsors hikes, cook-outs, and parties. Often oommunity-wide 
or inter-troop activities that will be of great interest and value to all 
troops and their leaders are planned at these meetings. Suggestions or 
requests are sent to Council and Council frequently presents its plans for 
disoussions. Both Counoil and Leaders' Association elect representatives 
to meet regularly with the other group. 
The Annual Leader-Council Banquet is an event of December. At this 
social gathering the leaders and council members come together to review 
the year's work, socialize, and formulate goals for the oorning year. 
The Interracial Committee was organized in October, 1942, and the 
first meeting was held with Miss Ruth Sohroeder, director of the Kenowva 
region, acting as chairman. This oommittee is composed of two Negro troop 
leaders and two council members. Its purpose is to adjust any grievances 
that either the Negro leaders or Scouts might have. 
The Senior Girl Scout Council was organized in January, 1945. Its 
purpose is to correlate the activities of the senior troops. The Council 
also has two projects in view; one is to undertake the Junior Red Cross 
work most needed by the local Council; the other is frequent get-together of 
all Senior Scouts. Three Negro girls are members of this Council. 
In all activities Negroes and whites come together in the same 
capacity for the same purpose to accomplish worthwhile programs for the 
welfare of the younger girls in the community regardless of raoe or creed. 
Community Services.—Of all the projects sponsored by Council that 
of the Service Bureau has been the most useful to the community. The Service 
Bureau as a unit is prepared to fit into city welfare, defense or emergency 
organizations upon request and will assume the responsibility of arranging 
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for any necessary training for any Soouts, adults or girls, in accordance 
with suggestions, advioe or instructions from the mayor or the looal 
Civilian Defense Coordinator. Its purpose is to provide volunteers for 
various ccanmunity servioes and to develop in Girl Scouts the willingness 
to discharge their duties as oitizens of a free and cooperating community. 
As their appreciation for the privileges of democratic citizenship is 
developed, their interest grows in the desire to be helpful to individuals 
and to civic projects. At the same time the Bureau teaches the community 
the values of Girl Scouting and thus creates a public demand for its ser¬ 
vices. 
The peacetime Service Bureau of the Scioto County Council of Girl 
Scouts was organized in September 1941. Close upon the heels of its or¬ 
ganization came the Pearl Harbor incident. Almost immediately the unit 
was geared to war-time activity. Council plaoed at the disposal of the 
mayor of Portsmouth the entire local organization which consisted of 226 
adults; 77 Senior Scouts and 597 Intermediate Scouts. In November, 1942, 
the public relations committee completed plans for holding a Community 
conference at the Y. M. C. A. to plan the Girl Scout wartime service pro¬ 
gram for Scioto County. The meeting, the first of its kind to be held, 
enlisted the help of all Scout parents, troop committee members, leaders, 
and Council members in gearing the Scout program to wartime needs. These 
gestures were enthusiastically received by the mayor, the Civilian Defense 
Coordinator, and the entire city of Portsmouth. The services performed by 
the Servioe Bureau during the year of 1942 are as follows: 
1. Distributed 22,000 flag codes to every home in Portsmouth. 
2. Distributed 20,000 air raid precaution leaflets for the 
0 C D. 
3. Distributed 30,000 tin can salvage leaflets. 
4. Made and distributed Victory Book Campaign Posters. 
. Distributed posters for the civilian defense organization 
anti-tuberoulosis society and Red Cross. 
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6. Fifteen troops gave 405 hours of service to the tuber¬ 
culosis society during their Christmas seal drive. 
7. Aided the Red Cross by knitting afghans, collecting yarn, 
rolling bandages and making scrap books. 
8. Served at Portsmouth General Hospital. 
9. Assisted in the sale of Bundles for Britain pins, Gifts for 
Greeoe pins, Easter lily pins, poppies and for-get-me-not 
pins for the American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
10. Formed a messenger squad for eaoh of the 20 units established 
by the canteen service of the civilian defense organization. 
11* Maintained a weekly program over W P A Y. 
12. Trained troops in first aid, home nursing, child care, and re¬ 
creational courses, that they might be of additional service 
to the community*! 
The following is a record of the 1943 services of the Bureau: 
1. One hundred and forty-seven girls gave 3,150 hours and sold 
$10,142.35 in stamps and $10,650.00 in bonds. 
2. Thirty-one girls gave 2,3b2 hours of hospital service as 
aides during the summer. 
3. Forty-one girls gave 361 hours and made 6,256 compresses 
at the Red Cross surgical dressing center. 
4. Forty girls gave 420 hours at the office of the Scioto County 
Tuberculosis Association. 
5. Fifty girls gave 100 hours to Civilian Defense making mock 
bombs. 
6. Five girls gave 30 hours acting as messengers from the Red 
Cross Blood Bank. 
7. Four girls gave 16 hours filling kit bags at the Red Cross 
Production Room.^ 
In conjunction with the Service Bureau the Junior Chamber of Com¬ 
merce sponsored War Bond and Stamp Booths on Saturdays in the business 
section of Portsmouth. Senior Girl Scouts manned these booths and later 
Intermediates assisted because there was not a sufficient number of the 
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former to carry on the project. The booths were started in February, 1942 
but it was not until February, 1943, that Negro Scouts were used. In the 
fall of 1942 the Negro troop leaders by means of the interracial committee 
called Council's attention to the fact that Negro girls were not serving on 
this project. Thinking that perhaps the merchants had objected to Negro 
Scouts manning booths in their stores, these troop leaders requested that 
they be interviewed about the matter. When the merchants were questioned, 
they stated that they had no objections to the use of Negro Soouts. Conse¬ 
quently, after a series of training courses which were given to all Scouts 
who served in the booths, Negro Girl Soouts appeared in the looal banks 
and stores. They were immediately accepted by the public and things moved 
along as if they had always been present. Those few who might have been 
shocked by their presenoe did not mention or show it. The Negro Scouts 
themselves were elated over the turn of events and constantly strove to be 
a credit to the Negro community they represented. They solicited the sup¬ 
port of the Negro population through the churches and clubs that they might 
make a favorable showing on their days in the booths. At first the booths 
were manned solely by either Negroes or whites but later both were seen 
working together. Whenever possible the girls were asked to appear at the 
booths in uniform. 
Figures compiled on the accomplishments of the booths for the year 
1942 are as follows» 
Ninety Girl Soouts worked each week in 11 War Bond and Stamp Booths 
in 5 stores, 3 banks, and 3 theaters under the sponsorship of the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce. These girls gave 7,790 hours of service and sold 
#15,176 in war stamps and #282,000 in war bonds.^ 
In preparation for a service awards meeting in 1942 the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce staged donkey baseball games as a fund-raising 
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entertainment venture. The proceeds were used to buy service medals for 
Girl Soouts who had served in the booths. The meeting was held in December. 
At that time jaunty overseas caps were awarded to 33 Scouts for 40 hours or 
more of service in the booths up to November 1. Four girls were oited for 
more than 100 hours and were eligible for the silver bar pin. More than 
100 girls were given the Girl Scout trefoil service pin for 10 hours of ser¬ 
vice.* All of these awards were received by the white Scouts as the Negroes 
had not been integrated into the projeot. 
In November of 1943 another service awards meeting was held and 79 
girls were honored. Three Intermediates received the curved bar award which 
is obtained by earning 14 merit badges, ten of which must be above first 
class rank. These awards had not been made before in Scioto county. Forty 
girls reoeived trefoil pins for service of from 10 to 50 hours in war stamp 
booths, as hospital aides or in surgical dressing groups. Seven of these 
were Negroes. Eighteen girls received civilian defense certificates for 50 
hours or more of service and 2 of these were Negroes.2 
The Girl Scout Service Bureau has brought distinction to the com¬ 
munity. Mrs. George McMahon, a member of the Bureau who for six months 
had been in charge of the stamp booths, was named by the War Savings Staff 
of Ohio as the war bond woman for November, 1942, in Scioto county. Like¬ 
wise in 1943 Henrietta Van Nostrand was Scioto oounty’s war bond champion 
for February. She was one of the original Girl Scouts who asked to serve 
when the Junior Chamber of Commerce started the booths in February, 1943. 
She had served continuously and had more than 250 hours of sales to her 
credit. 
In the summer of 1943 the Columbia network presented its certifi¬ 
cate of merit to Scioto County Council Girl Scouts of Portsmouth during 





the WEEI-CBS "Youth on Parade" broadcast of July 3 for the excellent 
work done by its girls in the bond booths. 
The Junior Chamber of Commerce discontinued the project in the late 
spring of 1944. The girls were beginning to tire of the oonstant responsi¬ 
bility and it was felt that a rest period should ensue. 
Scioto County Girl Scouts continued during 1944 to give immense 
and varied help in community enterprises through the Service Bureau. They 
sold stamps and bonds in public places and gave hours of work as hospital 
aides to Mercy and Portsmouth General Hospitals; they were reoreational 
aides at the Fresh Air Camp; they helped at the Tuberculosis Seal Office, 
at the Blood Donor Center, and at the Red Cross Office; they assisted in 
the National Milkweek Collection, the Civic Music Drive, and the March of 
Dimes. Individual troops gave their services in child care, made tray 
favors for hospital patients, did Christmas carolling, filled and dis¬ 
tributed baskets of food, aided at church suppers, decorated tables, trimmed 
the Christmas trees at the Y. M. C. A. baked cookies for the Red Cross can¬ 
teen, and assisted in tin, fat, and paper salvage drives. 
The Negro Scouts were active as individuals for the general com¬ 
munity in the stamp and bond booths, the Tuberculosis Seal Office, and the 
Red Cross Office. As troops within the Negro community their services in¬ 
cluded child care, assisting at church suppers, Christmas carolling, fill¬ 
ing and distributing baskets of food, decorating tables and Christmas trees 
at the 14th Street Community Center and the Washington School, and assisting 
in the tin, fat, and paper salvage drives. 
CHAPTER IV 
PRESENT TRENDS OF THE GIRL SCOUT PROGRAM IN 
PORTSMOUTH, OHIO 
The present Girl Scout program in Portsmouth is supported by the 
1,754 parents of Girl Scouts who have shown their interest in Scouting 
through their daughter's membership; by the 15,188 contributors of the 
Welfare Fund whose gifts make the character-building agencies, of which 
Girl Soouting is one, possible in Scioto County; by the 14 civic and re¬ 
ligious organisations whose sponsorship of troops make it possible for 
many girls to enjoy the democratic group living which Scouting offers and 
by the 150 adult volunteers whose oeaseless effort have made possible the 
realization of the high goals of Girl Scouting. 
The 38 existing troops oonsist of 9 Brownie Troops, one of which is 
Negro; 22 Intermediate Troops, one of which is Negro and 7 Senior Troops 
with one Negro troop. Training courses are constantly being offered to all 
the adult volunteers connected with these troops. In 1940, 610 hours of 
training were taken by 56 adult volunteers in both locally conducted and 
regional conferences. Under the leaders' guidance and by personal accomplish¬ 
ments the Girl Scouts won 1,351 badges in 1944. They were awarded on the 
basis of proficiency and merit. In accordance with a suggestion from the 
national organization stress was placed on the Homemaking field; consequent¬ 
ly the majority of the badges were in this field.1 
There are approximately 4000 girls in Portsmouth of Girl Scouting 
age with 1000 of them receiving the services of the Girl Scout program. 
Lack of leadership prevents many girls from being identified with the or¬ 
ganization. Laok of development in the organization oommittee, and in¬ 
adequate plans for progression from one age group to another are other 
contributing factors. 
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Prom the returns on the questionnaires mailed to thirty leaders 
within the city of Portsmouth the author has obtained a fairly accurate 
picture of the present Girl Scout program. The data are as follows; 
Fourteen of the 20 leaders who responded volunteered their services; 
thirteen are married; nine have professions with 5 of the 9 single; three 
of the nine are teaohers and 2 of these 3 are single. Seven of the 20 
are gainfully employed with 5 of the 7 single. Of the 20 leaders only 2 
have served more than five years and these 2 are Negroes; they have served 
eleven and seven years respectively. The length of tenure for the remain¬ 
ing 18 averages 2 years per leader. Eight of the 20 have participated in 
Girl Scouting in capacities other than leaders. Seven of the 8 are former 
Girl Scouts with 3 having attained Second class rank and 2 Tenderfoot rank; 
two of the 20 leaders are former Girl Reserves; eight of the 20 have had 
training courses in either 1944 or 1945. Only 1 of the 20 serves more 
than one troop; five of the 20 have Scout uniforms none of which are Negroes. 
Prom these statistics it can be concluded that: (1) The Girl Soout 
program in Portsmouth attracts as leaders more married women who are not 
gainfully employed than single women who are. The multiple duties of a 
leader prevent the single women from volunteering in this capacity as the 
majority of them are gainfully employed and do not have sufficient time to 
lead troops. (2) The majority of the leaders whether single or married 
volunteered their services. In most instances the public relations com¬ 
mittee of Council sells the idea to them by means of their fine methods of 
interpretation. (3) The tenure of the white leaders is much shorter than 
that of the Negro leaders. The majority of the former are young married 
women who in many cases must resign their duties because of prospective 
family increases while in the case of the latter it is practically im¬ 
possible to interest the young matrons in Scouting for any length of time. 
Consequently the same Negro leaders must carry on year after year or else 
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the Negro girls will "be deprived of the opportunities of Scouting. (4) The 
majority of the leaders are not former Scouts thereby proving that Girl 
Scouts do not beoome Girl Scout leaders in most instances. (5) The leaders 
are slow in availing themselves of the current training offered. (6) There 
is at least one leader for each troop with the exception of one case where 
a Brownie and Intermediate troop are sponsored by the same agency and have 
the same leader. (7) A very small percentage of the leaders are uniformed; 
their short tenure does not warrant the expenditure. 
The questionnaires further revealed that 4 of the 21 troops are 
sponsored by public schools with 3 of the 4 being Negro troops. Four of 
the 21 troops are sponsored by either ohurches or church clubs with 3 of the 
4 being Catholic troops. Four of the 21 are sponsored by miscellaneous 
clubs as the P. T. A. and Clover dubs. Eight of the 21 do not have a 
sponsor. 
Five of the 21 troops are more than 5 years old with 2 of the 5 
being Negro troops one of which is the oldest troop in the city. 
Fifteen of the 21 troops have one or more registered trained as¬ 
sistant leaders. Fourteen of the 21 have registered troop committees of 
one or more members. 
Two of the 21 troops have all their members uniformed with neither 
of these being Negro troops. There are 94 uniformed scouts in the com¬ 
bined 21 troops with only six of these being Negroes. 
Fourteen of the 21 troops have all of their members registered with 
2 of these being Negro troops. In the combined 21 troops there are only 
47 unregistered Scouts. 
Ten of the 21 troops have members who are retarded in school and 
there are 38 retarded Scouts in the combined 21 troops. 
Three hundred eighty-six members of the 484 in the combined 21 
troops are active,that is,attend at least three meetings per month. 
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All of the members in 9 of the 21 troops are affiliated with some 
ohurch and a majority of the members in all the troops are ohurch members. 
A large proportion of the members in all the 21 troops come from 
homes in which there are Boy Soouts. 
Only one member in one troop is a major delinquent problem within 
her neighborhood. 
Sixteen of the 20 leaders feel that their troops are serving all 
the girls in the neighborhood who desire Scouting and 15 of them feel that 
their troops are progressing as they should. 
From these statistics it may be concluded that: (1) The community 
is not yet fully conscious of the values of Girl Scouting because 8 troops 
are without sponsoring agencies. (2) Two of the Negro troops are among 
the oldest in the city. (3) More than half of the troops have assistant 
leaders and troop committees, (a) A very small percentage of the Soouts are 
uniformed, especially in the Negro troops. (5) More than half of the troops 
have all their members registered. (6) A very small percentage of the Scouts 
sire retarded in school, thus giving rise to the question whether or not the 
Girl Scout program appeals to the backward girl. (7) A majority of the 
Scouts are active in their troops. (8) A majority of the Scouts are actively 
affiliated with some church. (9) A large percentage of the girls come from 
homes in which there are Boy Scouts. (10) Scouts are not delinquent girls 
or else the Scouting program does not appeal to delinquent girls. ( 11 ) A 
majority of the leaders feel that their troops are serving all the girls 
in the neighborhood who desire Scouting and that these troops are progress¬ 
ing as they should. 
CHAPTER V 
CONTRIBUTIONS OF GIRL SCOUT PROGRAM TO THE RECREATION 
OF THE COMMUNITY 
Membership Increases 
As has been said before Girl Scouting began officially in Scioto 
County with 117 girls and by 1944 there were 1001 registered Girl Scouts in 
38 troops. It was in 1923 that the first Brownie pack was formed but later 
on the Brownie groups were disbanded and not reorganized until November of 
1937 when Lincoln School organized one} then in February of 1938 a Negro 
pack was organized at the Washington School. The Senior Scout program 
developed especially for high school girls was launched in the same year. In 
1940 the first Mariner troop, a branch of Senior Scouting, was organized and 
1942 saw the first Senior Servioe Soout Troops come into existence. 
Negro Scouting began in 1917 with approximately 16 girls and by 1944 
there were not more than bO registered Negro Scouts. These low membership 
figures may be explained in part by the following facts: (1) After about 
ten years of activity, Negro Soouting lapsed and was not reorganized until 
1934; (2) less than 5 per cent of the 40,000 residents of Portsmouth are 
Negroes, consequently there is not a large number of Negro girls of Scouting 
age in the community; (3) leadership for the Negro troops is hard to obtain 
among the adults beoause of the lack of leisure time; (4) only in recent 
years have Negro Scouts been made a part of all Girl Scouting in the com¬ 
munity. 
Table 1 shows the growth of Scout members for the years 1940 through 
1944. Table 2 shows the new members who joined Scouting in Portsmouth and 
seems to indioate the strength of the appeal of the organization. 
While there are some losses in membership by drop outs see Table 3, 
the general increases show Scouting to be rather well entrenohed in the com¬ 




MEMBERSHIP GROWTH OP GIRL SCOUT ORGANIZATION FOR THE YEAR 
1940-1944* 
Year 
Individuals 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 
Total 601 745 721 709 863 
Brownie Girl Soouts 
(aged 7-10) 78 95 151 152 229 
Intermediate Girl Scouts 
(aged 10-14) 408 573 495 494 515 
Senior Girl Scouts 
(aged 14-18) 115 77 75 63 119 
Total 112 199 163 106 138 
Girl Scout Troop Leaders 55 78 65 52 55 
Troop Committee Members 31 86 63 30 49 
Council Members 26 33 33 23 25 
Standing Committee Members of 
Counoil 0 0 0 0 6 
Associate Girl Scouts 0 2 2 1 3 








1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 
Total 330 469 353 341 475 
Brownie s 45 77 95 109 164 
Intermediates 188 268 192 177 165 
Seniors 47 5 5 9 66 
Leaders 9 23 16 17 16 
Assistant Leaders 20 24 9 13 18 
Troop Committee Members 15 62 29 12 34 
Council Members 6 9 7 3 6 
Standing Committee Members 0 0 0 0 6 
Associate Soouts 0 1 0 1 0 
♦Compiled from 1944 Annual Report of Scioto County Council of Girl 
Scouts* 
TABLE 3 




1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 
Total 252 281 549 521 407 
Girls 218 219 407 419 355 
Adults 34 62 142 102 52 
♦Compiled from 1944 Annual Report of Scioto County Council of Girl 
Scouts* 
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Development of Camping 
The recreational facilities of the community of Portsmouth are greatly 
enhanced by the Girl Scout program. Three forms of camping are offered to 
Scioto County Girl Scouts: Troop Camping, Established Camping, and Day Camp¬ 
ing. Since the war emergency the advantages of camping have been made availa¬ 
ble to every Portsmouth girl of Scouting age without regard to her being a 
Scout. The Troop and Established camping take place at Camp Molly Lauman which 
is owned and operated by the Scioto County Council of Girl Scouts. It i6 the 
only camp of its kind for girls in Southern Ohio and has been approved and certi¬ 
fied by the national organization. 
Established Camping.—Prior to the establishment of Camp Molly Lau¬ 
man, the Council operated three other camps. The author could obtain factual 
data on only one of these, Camp Kiwanis, which immediately preceded Camp 
Molly Lauman. 
In 1926 the Kiwanis Club obtained a campsite for the Girl Scouts on 
the Tremper Farm at Pond Creek. A lodge was built for a dining hall and 
camp headquarters. A well was dug and tent platforms were erected. There 
was a natural swimming hole in the creek. The Kiwanis Club members super¬ 
vised the building of a road into the oamp grounds. This road was surfaced 
with gravel hauled from the creek bed. 
In 1929 the present campsite was given to the Girl Scouts as a gift 
from Mrs. Molly Lauman. Again the Kiwanis Club helped in planning the 
camp. A century old log cabin stood on the grounds. It was decided to use 
it for a camp headquarters. The lodge at Camp Kiwanis was wrecked and all 
the material was moved to Camp Molly Lauman. From this material a porch 
which served as a dining hall was added to three sides of the cabin. Its 
seating capacity controlled the number of campers. In August, 1936, a new 
dining hall of seasoned chestnut logs was completed. At this same period 
a large fireplace was built in the lodge and bricks once in use at 
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Camp Kiwanis were used to line this fireplace and chimney, thus building 
into the lodge the kindly interest of the club which first made camping 
possible for Girl Scouts in Scioto County. 
Camp Molly Lauman lies in the heart of one hundred acres of virgin 
forest. It is located on Bear Creek eighteen miles northward from Ports¬ 
mouth, Ohio. The Camp now consists of a main lodge which is a century old 
log cabin with an added screened porch; a crafts workshop housed in another 
log cabin; a dining and recreation hall; a Trading Post where supplies may 
be purchased and an outdoor theater whioh was completed in 1940. Surround¬ 
ing these buildings are the weatherproof tents mounted on platforms where 
the campers live. 
The dining hall is named the Edith Brechner lodge. A picture of it 
hangs in the Girl Scout regional office in Cleveland and the design of the 
building was featured in the American Camping Magazine • Blueprints are 
available permanently in the file of the Girl Scout national camp bureau so 
that other Scout camps planning to build may have the use of them. 
There is a splendid concrete swimming pool whioh measures seventy- 
five feet by twenty-five feet with a depth graduated from two and one half 
to nine feet. It is fed by a continuous flow of salt water from an artesian 
well rapid enough to effect a oomplete change of water every forty-eight 
hours. As an additional safeguard this water as well as the supply of 
drinking water is tested at definite intervals by city and county health 
authorities. 
Molly Lauman is a nationally accredited oamp meeting all standard 
requirements. Its campers help plan their own program under the unit system. 
The camp is divided into three groups according to age with a unit leader 
and two counselors assigned to eaoh. Every girl is encouraged to find her 
own special interests and is given time to develop her own hobbies. 
All of the oamp staff are well trained and are carefully selected for 
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their ability in leadership and their adaptability to the varied activities 
on the camp program. A graduated nurse resides at camp at all times and an 
experienced dietician plans the meals. Eaoh girl is required to have a 
physical examination the week before entering camp and must present a health 
certificate signed by her physician not later than three days before enter¬ 
ing camp. The oamp director reserves the right to send home any girl not 
physically suited for oamp life. 
Sunday in camp is observed by a speoial service known as "Scouts 
Own." This is an inspirational rather than a church service, since the Girl 
Scouts are a non-sectarian organization. Campers, however, may arrange to 
attend a Protestant Church in Lucasville, a nearby village, or a Catholio 
Church in Portsmouth accompanied by a counselor. Sunday is also visiting 
day at the camp and parents and friends are welcomed between 2s00 p. m. end 
5:00 p. m. Visitors are asked not to come at other times as they upset 
the girls' schedule. 
Established Camp has progressed from a single two week session to 
four two-week sessions. The fee is $8.50 per week for local girls and $9.50 
for girls from other cities. Girls from Portsmouth and twelve other cities 
throughout Ohio, Kentucky, and West Virginia avail themselves of the recreation¬ 
al facilities of Camp Molly Lauman. 
Negro girls do not participate in the regular session of Established 
Camp. They do, however, camp for a few days eaoh summer in August after the 
regular session at reduced rates. A majority of the camp staff is retained 
for their benefit. Non-participation in this Scout activity by Negroes may 
be attributed to the following facts: (1) Council's failure to sufficiently 
arouse the interests of the Negro community; (2) Council’s failure to in¬ 
vite the Negro girls to be a part of the regular camp sessions; (3) the 
small number of Negro girl6 able to pay the regular fee of $8.50 per week; 
(4) failure of Negro parents to see the values in Established camping. 
Troop Camping.—This is an activity of several of the Girl Scout 
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Troops of Scioto Cornell» It is the kind, of camping that is planned and 
carried out by the girls and the leaders of one Girl Scout Troop. The 
length of time for troop camping may be over-night, a week-end, or four 
days or more. A leader who takes her girls camping must first take a train¬ 
ing course called Camp Licensing. The troop Committee shares with her the 
responsibility for the health and safety of the girls. 
Troop oamping is not as popular as it should be as so few of the 
leaders have time to assume the responsibilities it incurs; yet it does 
its part in contributing to the recreational facilities for teen-age girls. 
Negro Girl Scouts have not been known to participate in Troop Camping. 
Day Camping.—This type of oamping originated nationally in 1931 
but it was not until June, 1935, that the Scioto Council adopted the idea. 
It did not send any of its leaders to a Day Camp training course but in¬ 
stead operated the project from ideas obtained from national reports. 
Reservoir hill was given by the oity as a Day camp site, and the city also 
cooperated in making the grounds comfortable. The program was planned as 
far as possible like that at Camp Molly Lauman. Attempts were made to give 
practical camp experience to Girls Scouts unable to attend regular camp. 
The Scouts attending were divided into groups according to their age and 
interests. Handicraft projects taught included simple weaving, the use of 
leather, ink printing, and spatter work. Payment for the craft material was 
the only expense attached to the projeot. Each day closed with a camp fire 
type of program. Some days were too hot for actual fire but impromptu dra¬ 
matics, story-telling, and group singing marked the end of the day. The 
local director was in charge, assisted by experienced Scout leaders. National 
requirements that the camp staff include an adult for every eight campers 
were compiled with. Day camp in 1935, which consisted of a six-day session, 
two days per week for three weeks, did not have a registration fee and was 
open to all Scouts whether registered or not. 
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In preparation for the 1936 Day camp session, a leader was sent 
to Camp Ledgewood near Akron, Ohio for training. There were not any major 
changes in either the 1936 or 1937 programs. In 1938, a fee of $1.25 per 
week was charged and a special day oamp session for Negroes was instituted. 
This session followed the regular one and was shorter. Prior to this the 
faoilities had not been available to Negro Scouts. The year of 1938 also 
saw a fourth unit added to the project; that of the Brownies. Outdoor cook¬ 
ing and tennis were added features of the program. 
It was 1942 before any other changes were made. At this time the 
facilities were enlarged to accommodate 200 girls and Council sent two 
Negro troop leaders to Middletown, Ohio for a Girl Scout Day Camp training 
institute. 
The year of 19<t3 brought a number of changes to the Day camp project. 
Without any coercion Council abandoned tho separate Negro session. Instead 
of starting in June the camp opened in July to give the campers an opportunity 
to rest between the closing of school and the camp period. Separate two-week 
sessions for each of two age groups, Brownies and Intermediates, were planned 
and these were open to all girls regardless of race, color or creed. Negro 
leaders were employed as Counselors. The Camp was open to all girls whether 
Scouts or not. Camp was open for three oonsecutive days; Wednesdays, Thurs¬ 
days, and Fridays for a two-week period instead of on alternate days as be¬ 
fore and two set days were specified for receiving registrations. The 1944 
program adhered to these same plans. 
Development of Backyard Playgrounds 
Another contribution of the Girl Scout program to the community's 
reoreational facilities were the Backyard Playgrounds. In 1940 five of 
these playgrounds were located throughout the city, with the Senior Girl 
Scouts in charge. The girls prior to their assumption of duties had train¬ 
ing courses that gave instruction in playground activities and in the Girl 
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Soout Safety program. The Portsmouth Automobile Association cooperated with 
Council in this project and secured the necessary equipment for the grounds. 
They were open five days each week, Monday through Friday, from 9:00 to 12:00 
in the morning and from 2:00 until 4:00 in the afternoon. 
In 1941 the project was enlarged. The playgrounds continued to be 
supervised by qualified Senior Scouts who had been given a course in play¬ 
ground supervision. These girls in turn were under the direction of the 
city playground director who made daily visits to each of the playgrounds. 
The morning sessions were devoted to the children of pre-school age 3 to 6 
and the afternoon sessions to children from 6 to 10. The number of play¬ 
grounds increased to six and were so located as to be accessible to children 
in all parts of the city. Two were conducted at public schools where library 
facilities were available. One of them was supervised by Negro Scouts in 
the vicinity of Bannon Park, the Negro playground park. The activities 
taught were safety, first aid, games, dramatics, handicraft, and stories. 
The children found the playgrounds havens of fun and good cheer. 
Although the average daily attendance was 60, Council discontinued 
the projects after 1941. It felt that the attendance did not warrant their 
continuance. After the first week of each season the enrollment would de¬ 
crease considerably. The children were personally contacted, and it was 
learned that they would rather ride their bicycles and scooters. This was 
true in every case exoept at those playgrounds where there were slides, 
swings, giant strides, and other playground equipment. Moreover, when the 
Daily Vacation Bible Schools opened the children preferred to attend than 
and did not return to the playgrounds after they closed. A final factor 
whioh contributed to Council's decision to close the playgrounds was the 
high attendance only on the days when a picnic or treat wras planned. 
CHAPTER VI 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
This study was undertaken to discover the implications of Girl 
Scouting in Portsmouth, Ohio* Questionnaires were filled out by twenty 
leaders and reports of the Portsmouth, Scioto County Council were read and 
studied. The findings are as follows: 
1. Two years after Scouting for girls was incorporated in the 
United States, Portsmouth had its first troop organized in 
1917. 
2. Soouting was introduced by the organization of a group of 
Negro girls under the leadership of Mrs. Mary Prances Gentry 
at the request of her late husband, E. M. Gentry, who was 
principal of the Washington Elementary School. This group 
was the only group in Portsmouth for approximately one year. 
3. Officially, Scouting was organized in Portsmouth and Soioto 
County in Maroh, 1922, when an executive director, Mrs. Mary 
Griffin of Chattanooga, Tennessee, was employed. 
4. The growth in membership has been steady during the years, 
with a marked increase during the period 1940-1944. These 
years showed that membership increased from 713 in 1940 to 
1001 members in 1944. 
5. Leadership of adults has been extended to include more mothers 
and housewives than professional and gainfully employed women 
who do not have sufficient leisure time to devote to Girl 
Scout activities. 
6. Adults and girls oooperate in many community-wide activities. 
Of particular significance are the celebrations of Girl Scout 
Week and Girl Scout Birthday Week; the Annual Cookie Sale;and 
the Senior Girl Scout Council. 
7. Public Relations constitute a main part of program emphasis. 
This is accomplished through the radio; the Recognition Ser¬ 
vice for leaders; the activities of the Leaders' Association; 
the Annual Leader-Council Banquet; and the efforts of the Inter¬ 
racial Committee. 
8. Council Organization represents the best of Negro and white 
women leadership in the community. These women are from Ports¬ 
mouth's oldest,wealthiest, and most aristocratic families. 
Some of them are wives of bank presidents, factory presidents, 
railway officials, and other prominent business concerns. Others 
are teachers and employees of the many private and social 
agencies. 
9. Training of adults is an important phase of the Girl Scout 
program in Portsmouth. Training courses are given frequently 
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by the local director and by representatives from the regional 
and national headquarters. 
10. Racial relations are furthered by a Neighborhood Plan of Council 
members work, by the U6e of a Negro Council representative, and 
by participation of all girls in major activities. The recent 
organization of a special interracial committee suggests the 
presence of the possibilities of tension. Some of this may be 
in the policy about the use of the Established Canq? which ex¬ 
cludes Negroes from the regular camp session and deprives them 
of this reoreational facility until near the end of the season. 
Some of this may be in the policy of not utilizing the Negro 
Scouts in all types of community services. 
11. The Community benefits primarily from the Girl Scout program 
in Portsmouth through the organization's contributions to in¬ 
creased recreational facilities and services offered by the 
Girl Scout Service Bureau. Likewise, the Intermediate and 
Brownie Day Camps provide a camping experience for many girls 
who would have few if any other recreational outlets. The Girl 
Scout Established Camp is the only camp for girls in southern 
Ohio. 
12. The Girl Scout program in Portsmouth is in need of more leaders. 
Only 1001 girls of the approximate 4000 girls of Scout age in 
the Community are receiving the Girl Scout services. Expansion 
would necessitate many more volunteer leaders. 
13. The acceptance of the Girl Scout program by the Community is 
evidenced in its extensive use of the Girl Scout Service Bureau 
and in the interests of the schools, churches, and service clubs 
which sponsor the various troops. 
14. The Girl Scout program in Portsmouth and Scioto County needs 
further expansion in order that more members, both adults and 
girls, may be included. Moreover, greater practice of demo¬ 
cratic dealings toward Negroes in the organization will lead 
to their beooming an integral part of the Girl Scout program. 
The employment of a trained paid Negro worker on the Scioto 
County Council Girl Scout staff would facilitate the interpre¬ 
tation of Girl Scouting to the whole Community and the inte¬ 





Questionnaire to Leader 
1. VShat organization sponsors your troop? 
2. How old is the troop?  
3. How long have you been a leader? 
How long in Girl Scouting? 
Did you volunteer?   
4. Are you a former Girl Scout? 
What rank did you attain? 
What and when was your most reoent training course? 
&• Are you single or married  
6. Do you have a profession?  
7. Are you gainfully employed?  
8. Do you have a Scout uniform?  
9. Do you have an assistant leader or leaders? Number 
Registered Trained  
10. Do you have a troop committee?   
Is it active Number of members registered 
11. Number of members in troop 
Registered Unregistered 
12. Average attendance per meeting  
13. Number active in troop    
(Attend at least three meetings per month) 
14. How often does troop meet? 
Where  
15. How many are uniformed   
16. Average attendance at Established camp each year 
Day camp Does troop engage in Troop camping 
17. Number of Tenderfoot girls Second Class First Class 
Other 
18. Number of girls who have earned badges Total number of badges 
earned in troop  
19. Are there any crippled or otherwise physically handioapped members in 
troop ?  
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20. Number of members affiliated with church Activities 
in whioh they participate as usherettes, junior choir group 
leaders, altar girls, etc. 
21. Number of members from homes in which there are Boy Scouts 
22. Number of members retarded in school 
23. Have any members been major delinquent problems within the 
community?  
24. Community activities participated in by troop this year; 
War bonds and stamps sales 
Christmas Caroling 
Dressing of dolls 
Collecting Clothing 
March of Dimes 
Christmas Seal Campaign 
Poosy Sale 
Red Cross Drive 
War Chest Drive 
Flood Emergency 
Paper Drive 
Tin Can Salvage 
Others 
25. What is the average tenure of members?  
26. is the troop serving all the girls within the neighborhood who 
desire Scouting? If not why not?  
27. Types of activities participated in at Troop meetings; Handi¬ 
craft; Homemaking; Thrist; Nursing; Dramatics; Nature. 
28. Members (number of) who belong to other community clubs  
Type of clubs  
29. Is the troop progressing as it should? 
List of Souroes of Information 
Personal Interview 
Mrs. James Bannon, Council Member 
Scioto County Girl Scouts 
Portsmouth, Ohio 
Mrs. Mary Frances Gentry, Former Scout Leader 
Portsmouth, Ohio 
Miss Ruth Anne Stevens, Executive Secretary 
Scioto County Girl Scouts 
Portsmouth, Ohio 
Mrs. John W. Bush, Commissioner 
Scioto County Girl Scouts 
Portsmouth, Ohio 
Miss Merle Roberts, Office Secretary 
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